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By Poul And&rson

Same kind friends have to ld  me that 
the la s t  .rogr“ss Report was outrage­
ously pacded. To such allegations, I 
can only reply while standing on my 
honor (and my feet too) that X am 
not now nor have I ever been..*

W ell, i t  was. Padded, that i s .  We 
had to f i l l  out those pages with 
something, and at that stage there 
wasn't much to t e l l .  Since then. Les 
Cole has returned from Salt Lake 
City, and after the in it ia l  shock of 
no longer being on an expense ac­
count, has gotten so much done that 
th is  time we may have trouble find­
ing space. Equal cred it, of course, 
goes to the other committee members, 
of wham more la te r . Leave us now get 
down to business.

Room reservations at the Drake are 
f i l l in g  up quickly, so i f  you want 
one i t  would be best to make i t  soon. 
As said la s t  time, these reser­
vations should be made through the 
committee, but please do not send 
them money. You've nothing to lose  
by making a reservation, since i f  
you find you can't attend after a l l  
i t  can be cancelled on short notice; 
and i t  w ill  by a big help to the 
ccsrmittee i f  th is  can be taken care 
of as fa s t  as possib le.

In answer to one or two requests, 

the comriittee regrets that i t  cannot 
arrange for female roommates. Bring 
your own.

Banquet reservations may also be 
made now by mail. Again, do not send 
money, especially  since the cost is  
s t i l l  undetermined. I t  w ill  not be 
over $4, but we're hoping to get a 
price of $3.50.

Tables and booths are available for 
fan clubs, publishers, e tc . who want 
to have exhibits and s e l l  some books 
and generally brighten up the h a ll. 
Tables are $7.50 a day for pros, 
$3.50 for fans; booths $20 a day for 
both c la sses . I f  interested, please 
contact the committee.

The convention w il l ,  of course, have 
a program booklet, l is t in g  events 
and providing space which authors 
can autograph after they have run 
down a fan. I t  w ill  have a color 
cover—the f ir s t  such, as far as I 
know. Advertising i s  now being ac­
cepted for th is booklet. Magazines 
and agents looking for publicity, 
fan clubs plugging for Rawlings, 
Wyoming, in 1955, individuals ho 
wish to insert greetings, and a ll  
others are welcome. The printing 
method (photo o ffse t) permits any 
kind of copy, including photographs, 
drawings, signatures, and whatever



e lse  the law allow s. Rates are as 
follows: professional organizations 
(magazines, book publishers, agents, 
e tc .) :  $35 a fu l l  page, $20 a half 
page. Fans and fan organizations: 
J18 a fu l l  page, $10 a half page, 
$2.50 for spots. A ll copy must be in  
by the 1st of August.

Some pros may consider i t  infamous 
that they should be charged more. 
They may point out that the legend 
that they sleep on mattresses s tu ff­
ed with ten-dollar b i l l s  i s  not at 
t i l  true—actually, of course, they 
keep their money in canvas bags. 
Great big ones. However, i t  i s  trad­
itional to give the fan a break, and 
the pro can take i t  o ff h is  income 
tax.

TAe program has been developing 
anace. We can divide i t  up into five  
categories: music, art, cinema, 
auction, and speakers.

Mus :: as mentioned before, Turk 
jy’s band w ill  play for the mas­

querade. For part of the formal pro­
gram, we’re trying to arrange for 
Charles Hamm’s th irty  minute science 
fic tio n  chamber opera based on Brad­
bury’ s "A Scent of Sarsaparilla.'’ 
This w ill be, as far as we know, the 
f ir s t  performance of a science f i c ­
tion opera in  th is  country. Hann is  
a risin g  young American composer who 
has done operatic treatments of 
Jacobs’ "The Monkey's Paw" and Thur­
ber’s "The Secret Life of Walter 
Mitty," as well as symphonies and 
other forms. I f  we can lin e  up a 
cast—and there is  a good dance we 
can—th is should be excellent and 
unusual entertainment.

Art: We are trying, with hopes of 
success, to get a sneclal exhibition  

during the week of the convention at 
the San Francisco luseum of Art, 
which w il l  be of in terest to farm; 
i f  th is  works out, there w il l  be a 
special showing for convention peo­
ple only. Transportation to tnd from 
the museum w ill be arranged.

R ichfield  Gasoline has la te ly  been 
running some ads and billboards 
which are fir s t-r a te  science f ic t io n  
art: space sta tio n s, rocket ships, 
end so forth , carefully and plausib­
ly  done. They have kindly promised 
us the original paintings as ex­
h ib its .

Mel Hunter, cover a r t is t  for Fantasy 
and Science F iction , has promised us 
some orig in a ls.

We have been writing to  other art­
i s t s ,  including B onestell, Orban, 
and Kelly Freas, but nothing def­
in ite  has been learned y e t. We have 
hopes.

Cinema: George Pal has promised us 
The Conquest of Space i f  i t  i s  ready 
in time. I t  may very possibly be the 
orig inal, uncut version, with sneak 
preview reaction cards passed out, 
which should make i t  an esp ecia lly  
interesting show. To anyone who has 
seen Destination Moon ( i s  there any­
one who hasn’t? I f  so , speak now or 
forever hold your peace). P a l's nene 
i s  recommendation enough.

A-Man Productions (Carlson, Siodmak, 
Tors) i s  trying to get us a couple 
of film s.

We're waiting to hear what our chan­
ces are for Arch Oboler’ s version of 
The Twonky. which has already been 
filmed but sot yet released. We've 
also contacted Disney about 20. >_ 
Leagues Under the Sea, as w ell as 
other studios, but nothing i s  yet



certa in .

I t  looks very much as I f  the conven­
tio n  w il l  be up to  i t s  ear In s c i ­
ence f ic t io n  f i lm s . (In fa c t ,  we are 
thinking o f r e t i t l in g  i t  Tha 12th 
World Science F ic tio n  Film F e s t iv a l. 
--E ditor)

Auction: The usual auction of or ig ­
in a l artwork and other items o f in­
te r e st  w i l l  take p la ce , but rather 
than use program time for i t ,  we're 
thinking o f having the p ieces on ex­
h ib it  w ith nearby sheets o f paper on 
which bids may be w ritten . This 
should be a welcome change.

Speakers: A sudden avalanche o f out­
standing figu res has descended upon 
u s. Some o f them have never appeared 
at a convention b efore, others are 
w ell known as in terestin g  person­
a l i t i e s  with a lo t  to  say . John W. 
Campbell, J r . ,  and Jack Williamson 
w il l  o f  course lead o f f  as guests o f 
honor. We a lso  have arrangements for  
Forrest J .  (4 sj) Ackerman, Robert 
(Cloak) Bloch, Anthony (S t . Aquin) 
Boucher, R. (Gnurrs) Bretnor, Mark 
(V.itch) C lifto n , Miriam Allen  
(Morgan's Grave) deFord, Dave (Man) 
Dryfoos, Martin (Gnome) Greenberg, 
Chad (Of Course) O liver, E . E.(Lens­
man) Smith, Margaret (J ick  and Oona) 
S t . C la ir , Theodore (More Than Hu­
man) Sturgeon, and A.E. (Sian) van 
Vogt.

They a l l  had tw istab le arms. Also 
promising to  attend but probably not 
to  speak are, as o f now, P h ilip  K. 
(Defenders) Dick, Gordon R. (Black 
Charlie) Dickson, Kris (Worship 
Night) N e v ille , O liver (S itt in g  Duck) 
S aari, and C lifford  D. (C ity) Simak. 
*h, y e s , me to o .

Besides th ese , there w i l l  be more 
notables than you can shake a s t ic k  

a t (though why anyone should wish to  
shake a s t ic k  at an unoffending not­
able it  ore than I  can imagine), 
some o f whom w i l l  doubtless a lso  be 
on the program; but we can't give 
any d e fin ite  word on th is  y e t .

With such abundance, we expect to  be 
able to  fo llow  e_. suggestion o f John 
W. Campbell's and, at tim es, have 
more than one program going on simul­
taneously; the sidee hows w i l l ,  we 
b e lie v e , include some sp e c ia lly  or­
ganized b u ll se ss io n s , where a mod­
erator simply g e ts  the b a ll r o llin g  
and l e t s  you take i t  from th ere . In 
general, our alm i s  to  provide some­
thing for everybody who attends.

I t  should be added that i f  anyone 
has p ictures or other items for ile 
or e x h ib it , wishes to  o ffer  h is  t a l ­
ents for  the program, or has any 
suggestions t a l l ,  the ctmmittee 
would very much appreciate hearing 
from him.

Maybe i t ' s  about time you got ac­
quainted with th is  mysterious com­
m ittee . So far they may have seemed 
rather fa c e le s s .  This i s  a m ist an 
im pression. They a l l  have fa c e s .

The O ff ic ia l  Brains: Les Cole, a 
large cheerful h e r is t ,  ex-chairman 
of the E lv e s ' , Gnomes', and L it t le  
Men's Science F ic tio n , Chowder and 
Marching S o c ie ty , Leads o f f ,  b-ving 
so far  ra ised  the prize crop o f gray 
h a ir s . Es C ole, h is  w ife , makes the 
best cheese cake in  Contra Costa 
County (and without which Committee 
Meetings could never have taken 
place) and doubles as Secretary- 
Treasurer o f  the convention. Gary 
N elson, an ex-vlce chairman of the 
L it t le  Men, operates on a twenty- 
f iv e  hour day between h is  stud ies



and h is  p ost as e d ito r  and cover 
a r t i s t  o f  t h i s  b u l l e t in .  H e's the  
guy who s la s h e s  out a l l  my b est  
l i n e s .  George f in lg a n ,  e x -se cr e ta ry  
and ex-chairman o f  the L i t t l e  Men 
(which seems to  have an undue rep­
resen ta tio n  o f  former o f f i c i a l s ) ,  
has lon g  been a c t iv e  in  fan c i r c l e s .

Masquerade: Tom Quinn, sometime ed­
it o r  o f  the la t e  and much lamented 
Rhodogmagnetic D ig e s t ,  arrages fo r  
the ccmfort o f  a l l  bug-eyed m onsters 
and Bergey G ir ls .  E sp e c ia lly  Bergey 
g i r l s .

Advertisem ents and gen era l p u b lic ity :  
Dave K obliah , past ed ito r  o f  The 
C aliforn ia  E ngineer, a campus pub­
l ic a t io n  w ith  nation-w ide c ir c u l­
a t io n , handles t h i s .  I n c id e n ta lly ,  
we expect to  g e t  a lo t  o f  i t —favor­
a b le , fo r  a change.

fen  P u b lic ity : Karen Anderson, a 
w ife whom I picked up somewhere 
along the way, g e t s  out news r e le a s ­
es to  fan p u b lish er s . I f  she h a sn 't  
got you on her l i s t ,  p lea se  l e t  us 
know, because you w i l l  be m issed .

World Book D isp la y : Ben S tark , 
present chairman o f  the L i t t l e  Men, 
i s  handling t h i s .  You w i l l  see sam­

p le s  o f  books and m agazines from a l l  
over th e  w o r ld . Read Dutch? We have 
a copy o f  "198V ju s t  fo r  you . Or 
would you p refer  "The Tour Sided  
Triangle" in  Spanish?

General Id ea  Men: Anthony Boucher, 
well-known w r ite r  of m ysterie s ,  fan­
t a s y ,  and s c ie n c e - f ic t io n ,  book 
rev iew er, a c t iv e  in  p o l i t i c s ,  and 
c o -e d ito r  o f  The Magazine o f  fa n ta sy  
and S cien ce f i c t i o n , i s  a va lu ab le  
a s s e t  even i f  he do 3 have to  g e t  H. 
H. Holmes to  h e lp  out new and th e n .  
R . B retnor, whose t a le n t s  were once 
used e x te n s iv e ly  in  p sych o log ica l 
w arfare , i s  now a fr e e - la n c e  w r ite r  
whose f in e  s t o r ie s  range in  content 
from s la p s t ic k  humor to  se r io u s  and 
important (though who could  deny im­
portance to  Papa Schimmelhom— le a s t  
o f  a l l  Papa h im se lf? );  he appears in  
every type of magazine from s l i c k s  
to  l i t e r a r y  q u a r te r lie s .  I  coms 
around whenever p o ss ib le  . . . .L e s  us­
u a lly  has beer on hand. Others con­
tr ib u te  o c c a s io n a lly .

P r iv ile g e d  N uisances: Dana and Lance 
C ole .

You have now met u s .  We hope to  meet 
you*

SPECIAL IRE-PRESS ITEMS

We are informed th a t in  San Fran­
c isc o  the h o te ls  have th e ir  own sy s­
tem fo r  room d esign ation ; fo r  in s ­
tan ce , a double means a room w ith  
twin b ed s. So when you make your 
reserv a tio n s  w ith  u s , p lease  be sure 
to  sp e c ify  tw in , s in g le ,  or double 
beds.

S p e c ia l thanks here ere expressed  
to  U n iv ersa l-In ter n a tio n a l S tu d ios  
for  th e ir  cooperation  w ith  resp ect  
to  t h is  Convention. UI nearly  had 
ready the Raymond f .  Jones s to r y , 
"This Is la n d  Earth." They've rearran­
ged th e ir  c u ttin g  schedule in  order 
to  g e t the p ictu re  to  us on tim e .



223. Irene D. Osborne 273. L ester Anderson
224. Richard Trey, J r . 274. James M. Harper
225. Ian  T. Macauley 275. R. S. Brown
226. Gray Barker 276. J .  A. Smith
227. Paul Akin 277. Edward E . B ie lfe ld t
228. Robert Boldt 278. F e lic ia  Allen
229. Margaret S . Brown 279. M artin Greenberg
230. Jerome Lyon 280. Thomas Quinn
231. Frank Evets 281., William White
232. George McLain 282. B ill  Courval, J r .
233. W. L . Ross, MJ). 283. Jay Johnson
234. Wm. L . Hamling 284. A. M. Shaffer
235. Frances Rami 5ng 285. Homer A. Page, J r .
236. Ralph Rayburn P h illip s 286. Irv ing  Teitelbaum
237. Marvin Usevich 287. Anita Shelasky
238. Reg Bretnor 288. Lee Wilkinson
239. Ens. Bruce W. Hapke 289. And Friend
240. Ford G. Kelley 290. Rick Sneary
241. Wenita N orris 291. Hans Stefan Santesson
242. W. H. Hardy 292. Don S tovall
243. Krehe R i t te r 293. Joe Christopher
244. Emma Johnson 294. Muriel Simpson
245. G. M. Feigen, MJ). 295. Charles Lear
246. S heila  Feigen 296. Edviard L. Zimmerman
247. W. R. Cole 297. G. H. Stephens
248. Stanley E. Cahn 298. James B lish
249. Donald B. Day 299. David McFeely
250. Dave Van Arnam 300. Maurice Powell
251. Hazel B. Hammett 301. Robert Durden
252. Bette Schirmer 302. Mrs. S. T. Hersh
253. M arjorie Gonzales 303. George L. Hersh
254. J .  Ben Stark 304. Rosalie Anderson
255. John W. Campbell, J r . 305. H. C. Stubbs
256. Jack Williamson 306. J im Sanford
257. C liffo rd  "0" Coffinan 307. Kail P e ta ja
258. C lifton  Ansbury 308. Sydney Rawson
259. Todd Stewart 309. Louise Palmer
260. Robert A. Madle 310. Vincent Marshall
261. M artin Klein 311. J oe Gaily
262. John Borchert 312. Dave Ossman
263. Wilkie Conner 313. B ill  Mosleigh
264. Ernest Haynes 314. Clara A. Rasmusson
265. Ned Reece 315. J .  H oltel
266. Robert Schroder 316. Frances Cloud
267. Ismael House 317. Suzanne R. Young
268. A las ta ir  Cameron 318. James A. Young
269. Markin Beige 319. P h ilip  K. Dick
270. B ill  Bumgardner 320. Mrs. P h ilip  K. Dick
271. Jean Muriin 321. V irginia Gibson
272. John C. Trimble 322. Mrs. John H. Madison
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Through the courtesy and kindness o f  
Mr. George Hersh and h is  mother, Mrs. 
S . T. Hersh, we can make a sp ec ia l 
offer  for a couple o f lucky fans— 
lucky, because th is  o ffer  makes i t  
possib le for them to  attend the 
SFCon.

Here i s  the information: Mr. Hersh 
l iv e s  in  Oakland, just i crc is the 
Bay from San Francisco. He w i l l  pro­
vide quarters fo r  two people during 
the time o f the eon, w i l l  provide 
transportation to  and from, and w i l l  
provide breakfast, a l l  g r a t is .

So i f  your (tendance at the conven­
tion  was perhaps questionable be­
cause o f  money problems while in  San 
Francisco, here 's a so lu tion  for two 
of you. We're asking you to  play 
fa ir  on th is  d ea l. We'd l ik e  to hear 
only from those of you who won't be 
able to come because you couldn't 
otherwise afford i t .  The Hersh home 
w ill  be open to tnyone: f e l la s ,g e ls ,  
married couples, dogs, and Jiartians 
in  units o f  two and preferably of 
the same sex and please don't any­
one point that out about married 
couples because the sentence was 
hard enough to construct as i t  w as.

Write to  us and l e t  us know what 
the circumstances a re . W e'll pass 
your le t te r s  on to  Mr. Hersh; the 
two chosen w i l l  be n o tif ie d  on or 
before July 15.

What about oar pools? Those o f you 
who are driving across country and 

want r id e r s , n o tify  u s. Those o f you 
who are hoping to  g e t  r id e s , n o tify  
u s. W e'll put the information to­
gether and perhaps come up with  
transportation for you or someone to  
share your expenses.

Feeling a lt r u is t ic  today? Want to  
help? For those o f you who are ar­
riv in g  e a r ly , there w i l l  be d e ta ils  
that you can help w ith . Again, 
please Inform us so that we cun set 
up a f i l e .

Y ou 'll not want to  miss the mas­
querade; even more, y o u 'l l  went to  
appear in  costume. We have a reason 
for  making such a dogmatic s ta te ­
ment, and the reason can be sunned 
up in  one word: Faraco. Faraco hap­
pens to  be the name o f a lo c a l ar­
t i s t .  He's sold to  seme cf the mag­
azin es, i s  known to fr ien d s as "the 
poor man's B onestell,"  and doei mag­
n ific en t work in  o i l s .  (Thoseof you 
who attended Chicago in  1952 and saw 
his work there need not be reminded 
of how good i t  actu a lly  i s  I) In any 
event, the three best costumes at 
the masquerade w il l  take home one of 
Faraco’ s o i l s —and they have to  be 
seen to  be appreciated. Anyone i s  
e l ig ib le  to  grab one of these prizes 
except—b la s t—members o f  the Con­
vention Committee.

In summary then: get your h o te l r e s ­
ervations in ; get your banquet r e s­
ervations in; i f  you want tim e, t e l l  
us; i f  you're driving or-rant a ridq  
t e l l  u s . We can't work without youl
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